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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by van 
Seeters (5,283,528). 

Re to claims 1 and 8, the preamble containing the words "single plate capacitor" 
holds not patentable weight with limitations of the claim, van Seeters discloses a fixed plate 
(1 1) within the housing (7,8). van Seeters discloses a movable plate (e.g. capacitive plate 
15) parallel to fixed plate (20); and the movable plate (e.g., capacitive plate 15) is coupled to 
the housing (7,8) along at least one edge (e.g. spacing ring 9). van Seeters discloses a 
transimpedance amplifier (3) receiving the charge displacement capacitance signal (col. 5, 
lines 1-9). 

i 

Re to claim 2, as depicted in fig. 1, van Seeters discloses an analog-to digital 
converter (5) receives the scaled voltage signal. 

Re to claim 7, as depicted in fig. 3, van Seeters discloses a movable plate (e.g., 
capacitance plate 15) comprising a flexible beam moving under acceleration with respect to 
fixed plate (11). 

■ Re to claims 9 and 10, as depicted in figs. 3, van Seeters discloses gain adjusting the 
scaled voltage signal and generating a voltage differential signal. 
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3. Claims 1, 2, and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McBrien (4,987,779). 

Re to claims 1 and 8, the preamble containing the words "single plate capacitor" 
holds not patentable weight with limitations of the claim. McBrien discloses a fixed plate 
(13) within the housing (e.g., combination of capacitor plates (1 1,12) and spacing bodies 
19,20). McBrien discloses a movable plate (e.g. combination of hinge 17 and proof mass 18) 
parallel to fixed plate (13); and the movable plate (e.g., combination of hinge 17 and proof 
mass 18) is coupled to the housing (e.g., combination of capacitor plates (11,12) and spacing 
bodies 19,207,8) along at least one edge (e.g. connection portion 16). McBrien discloses a 
transimpedance amplifier (35) receiving the charge displacement capacitance signal (Col. 5, 
lines 41-49). 

Re to claim 2, as depicted in fig. 1, as depicted in fig. 4, McBrien discloses an analog- 
to digital converter (5) receives the scaled voltage signal (Col. 6, lines 62-68; Col. 7, lines 1- 
15). 

Re to claim 7, as depicted in fig. 3, McBrien discloses a movable plate (e.g., 
combination of hinge 17 and proof mass 18) comprising a flexible beam (e.g., hinge 17) 
moving under acceleration with respect to fixed plate (13). 

Re to claims 9 and 10, as depicted in figs. 4, McBrien discloses gain adjusting the 
scaled voltage signal and generating a voltage differential signal. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



I 
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4. Claims 3-6, and 1 1-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 15-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Re to claim 15, the independent claim includes " a linearizer receiving the integrated 
signal and generating a linearized acceleration signal " in combination with the remaining claim 
limitation is not taught and/or made obvious by the prior art. Both van Seeters and McBrien 
teach generating an acceleration signal from a scaled voltage signal. Neither van Seeters nor 
McBrien teaches a linearizer receiving the integrated signal and generating a linearized 
acceleration signal. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 

T 

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Response to Remarks 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, and 7-11 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. It is the examiners position that claims 1, 2, and 
7-10 are not allowable over van Seeters , or over the newly applied art of McBrien. 



• 



Conclusion 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tamiko D. Bellamy whose telephone number is (571) 272-2190. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Tamiko Bellamy 
March 7, 2005 



HEZRON WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 
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